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GOODS AND SERVICES TAX 

619. Mr D.C. NALDER to the Treasurer: 
I refer to previous comments of the most senior federal member of the Labor Party in Western Australia, 
Mr Tim Hammond, that the GST issue in Western Australia is just a blip. Has the Treasurer counselled 
Mr Hammond about drinking — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! Start again. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: I refer to previous comments of the most senior federal member of the Labor Party in 
Western Australia, Mr Tim Hammond, that the GST issue in Western Australia is just a blip. Has the Treasurer 
counselled Mr Hammond about drinking the east coast Kool Aid, and has he asked him to bring Bill Shorten to 
the party and to offer bipartisan support for a better GST deal for Western Australia? 

Mr B.S. WYATT replied: 
Can I just deal with the last bit that the member for Bateman asked me—can I speak with the federal member for 
Perth about bipartisan support for a better GST deal? With which party does the Labor Party need to seek bipartisan 
support? 

Mr D.C. Nalder: Who do you think? 

Mr B.S. WYATT: I am waiting. 

Mr A. Krsticevic: The Liberal Party. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: Member for Carine, thank you! It is very, very difficult, member for Carine, to get bipartisan 
support when the Acting Prime Minister, none other than the federal member for Curtin, says, when we want 
a fairer deal on GST, “WA, you’re living in a parallel universe.” It is very, very difficult to get bipartisan support. 
But I will tell you what. In respect of the federal member for Perth, and all Labor federal members of Parliament, 
I speak with them on a regular basis about the GST. What has it delivered thus far? It has delivered an outcome 
that is not too bad. It is not there yet, but we do have Bill Shorten, in the event that he becomes Prime Minister, 
agreeing to provide us with not insignificant infrastructure spending. That is not bad at all. 

Dr M.D. Nahan: No reform! 

Mr B.S. WYATT: Can I just, Mr Speaker, take that interjection from the Leader of the Opposition, who said, 
“No reform.” I can tell you what, Leader of the Opposition. When we have Julie Bishop, his close friend, saying, 
“WA, you’re living in a parallel universe if you want a fairer share of the GST”, it makes it pretty difficult to get 
that reform. It makes it pretty difficult. So all I want is for the government of the day to come up with a good 
outcome. They have got a Productivity Commission report that I think is going the right way. They have got the 
federal Treasurer, Scott Morrison, trying to create some space to deliver an outcome, and they have got 
Julie Bishop, following after Mike Nahan over there, saying, “Give WA not an extra cent.” I do not think that is 
a sustainable or fair solution. I dare say that in times gone by they would refer to the Leader of the Opposition in 
a term that I will not use in this house. 
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